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been greater, but it would have been soon
over. The pictures ought not to have been
taken from the Louvre, it was adding to
the unpopularity of Louis. Had I been
left to reign, and been obliged to submit to
such terms as were dictated, it would have
been good policy to have taken them, and
humbled me and France as much as possible.
Not so a king of your own setting up*
Suppose what has happened in France had
happened in England, and you had a king
forced on you by foreign bayonets, would
you keep him when no longer supported by
force? No; people are. not now sheep to
be disposed of as in former times, when a
king of France would not marry a woman
that was ill-behaved (he ought to have
said, divorced his wife because she was ill-
behaved), and your Prince Henry, not so
scrupulous, married her, and by her obtained
possession of two fine provinces, Poitou and
Guienne." "The system", he added, "that
I pursued in Spain, although it would have
eventually been for the good of that country,
yet it was contrary to the opinion of the
people, and therefore I failed. Ferdinand